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CHUM Ngek is one of the few living Khmer mu sic 
mas ters worldwide who possesses a vast rep er toire 
and com mand of multiple instruments across var i ous 
genres.
   Born in Battambang Province, Cambodia, he ar-
 rived in the U.S. in 1982. Since his arrival, he has 
been ad vis ing, teaching and per form ing across the 
coun try. He has been a valuable source for re search 
and ed u ca tion al ma te ri als that doc u ment Khmer 
music, in clud ing projects that have helped to re vive 
tra di tion al music in Cam bo dia. He per forms reg u lar ly 
at venues such as the Kennedy Cen ter, Smithsonian 
In sti tu tion, and Na tion al Folk Fes ti val; pro vides music 
for Khmer tra di tion al wed dings and re li gious cer e -
mo nies; and per forms for and teach es weekly at the 
Cam bo di an American Her i tage, Inc. in Vir gin ia and 
Cam bo di an Bud dhist So ci ety Inc. in Mary land.
   CHUM’s role in these organisations and oth er’s 
across the country extends far beyond mere per for -
mance: As the bear er of an endangered tra di tion, he 
is the con sult ant for them, pro vid ing guid ance about 
ap pro pri ate  rep er toire and style for each event.
   This recording’s producer, Joanna Pecore, is an 
ethnomusicologist, ed u ca tor, and musician who was 
ed u cat ed in the USA, Ja pan, and Aus tria. A member 
of ICTM (International Coun cil for Tra di tion al Mu-
 sic), she has been associated with a large number of 
in sti tu tions and events, among them the Smithson-
ian In sti tu tion, the Asia So ci ety (New York City), the 
em bas sies of Ja pan and South Ko rea to the United 
States, and the Met ro pol i tan Mu se um of Art (New 
York City).
   She has bought CHUM Ngek to the attention of 
Ce les tial Harmonies, and we are pleased to wel come 
her with this first project, looking for ward to many 
more. CHUM and Joanna are delighted that Celestial 
Har mo nies has issued this majestic and long-over due 
re cord ing of Khmer classical music.

HOMRONG by CHUM Ngek captures a rare performance of the twelve sa cred 
songs that are pivotal to the Khmer classical music tradition known as pin peat. 
Prior to this release, the renditions contained on this CD have existed nowhere 
else in the world, except, literally, in CHUM Ngek’s mind and body. 
   The term, Homrong, refers to the entire series of pieces pre served on this re-
 cord ing. The sequence contains a complex body of Khmer ar tis tic and cul tur al 
knowl edge in condensed form.  
   HOMRONG was many years in the mak ing. The artist conceived the project in 
the mid-1990s when he realized that his life as an im mi grant to the United States 
had si mul ta neous ly saved and put at risk his abun dant musical knowl edge. That 
he made it to the U.S. at all after nearly four years of life in Cam bo dia under the 
genocidal Khmer Rouge of fered prom ise for the future of the three genres (pin 
peat, mohori, and phleng kar) he had mas tered by the age of eigh teen. CHUM 
was among the few fortunate and high ly tal ent ed mu si cians to have es caped 
ex e cu tion dur ing the 1970s. 
   However, CHUM’s life in the U.S. has also pre sent ed some daunt ing chal leng es. 
The art ist explains, “In the U.S. I cannot make my living as a mu si cian, so I do all 
of my teaching and per form ing on the week ends and evenings. And my stu dents 
don’t have much time to learn either. It has been hard for me to describe all of 
the music that I know and all of the skills that I have de vel oped. There has been 
no way for me to teach the real art of Khmer music.”
   In 1998, CHUM be came seriously ill and re al ized that, if suddenly he were 
unable to teach or play, all of his music would be lost with him. That’s when 
he pressed for pub lish ing HOMRONG. According to CHUM, “If I can only make 
one CD, HOMRONG is the one to make. That’s be cause ev ery thing you need is 
in Homrong. It con tains all of the basic pin peat repertoire as well as vari a tions 
and tech niques of in di vid u al teach ers and mu si cians. If you can play Homrong, 
you can play anything.”
   When the producer, Joanna Pecore (who became CHUM’s stu dent in 1996), 
heard about this, she en deav ored to help CHUM to realize his hopes. Be tween 
1999 and 2000, she contacted several record labels with the idea, but to no 
avail. However, she per sist ed, and in 2000, Celestial Har mo nies im me di ate ly 
recognized the val ue of the pro pos al. When the com pa ny heard CHUM’s demo 
in 2001, it requested a full-length version for re lease. CHUM and Pecore were 
finally able to fulfill the re quest when the Cambodian Amer i can Her i tage, Inc. 
received a grant from the Virginia Foun da tion for the Hu man i ties and Public 
Policy in 2002 to record CHUM as he per formed the twelve pieces of Homrong 
on eight instruments of the pin peat ensemble. 
   


