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the artist the project 
Sylvan Grey began playing the 
kantele while attending col-
lege. It was during a research 
trip to Finland that Grey dis-
covered the kantele. She took 
a few lessons from Finland's 
well–known teacher and per-
former Ulla Katajavuori before 
returning to the United States. 
After completing her master's 
thesis, Grey devoted herself 
to composing music for the 
kantele as she was drawn 
to the unique sound of this 
thirty–six–string instrument. 
In addition to her activities as 
a musical performer, Sylvan 
Grey is a talented poet. 

The simplicity of this music is 
precarious, crystal-like, resonant. On 
the kantele, the folk zither of Finland, 
Sylvan Grey performs her original 
works, composed to give full play to 
the unique possibilities of this exquisite 
instrument. Elements of Western and 
Eastern classical tradition are brought 
together in fluid, distinctive music as 
thin and clear as high mountain air.
   Available for the first time on CD, this 
recording represents the true sound of 
the kantele with minimal electronic 
processing. The resonance and richness 
are that of the instrument rather than 
that of the studio. Her other recording 
on Fortuna Records is Recurring Dream 
(17063-2)
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